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Heath Union Church News

Joan Mayle, our organist of many years, has resigned to
become the organist for the Wilmington, Vermont, Episcopal
Church. She will be greatly missed.

We are searching for a permanent replacement and would
welcome anyone with the desire to play our restored Johnson
Opus 16 organ.

Recently we enjoyed a potluck dinner and, on June 24, Joe
Canuel gave a well-attended concert of Gospel music. The
Smiths hosted our annual picnic on July 15.

The Church boasts a new coat of paint thanks to inmates of
the Franklin County House of Correction. Only the steeple
remains to be finished.

In August, we will once again be furnishing food for the
Beemers annua get-together at the Fairgrounds the first
weekend, and at the Fair, we will serve aham and bean supper
on Friday, the 17". Sunday morning services will be held in
the tent at 9:00 am. on the 19™.

Pastor Phill is always willing to call on anyone in the com-
munity and to offer Communion, if desired.

Adult Sunday School 9:00 am.

Sunday Worship 10:00 am.

Bible Study and Prayers Thursdays, 6:00 p.m.
Pastor’s Hours Thursdays, 4:00 to 6:00 p.m

Church phone: 337-5367: Pastor Phill; (413)648-9077

The Deacons

Richard Gallup 337-5367
Ruth Johnson 337-4367
Walt Gleason 337-4479
Alli Thane-Stetson 337-4852

~ The Deacons
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Lifeand Death in Blizzards

My father, Ted den Ouden, loved blizzards. He took
pleasure in the cold but relished the wildest of snowstorms.
On the most frigid of mornings he laughed before going out
into sharp, cutting air with temperatures of 20 to 30 below
and with windchill into the minus 70s to 90s. Blizzards,
however, brought him joy. He not only laughed but he
danced when one was coming in. His first concern was to
keep the livestock alive but he could easily be inspired by a
call of someone stranded. In the 20s, 30s, and 40s it was

Lo horses that would aid him, never faltering. In later years it
Y m < was an H-Farmall farm tractor. Many times it was a team
, Q‘! and a bobsled. In later years, it was an H with chains and a

oy | heat-houser.
Lot v During one of my visits, when multiple strokes and the inabil-
o ity to walk placed him in a nursing home, he and | had one of the

many memorable and pleasurable encounters. A nurse at the
home who was named Mary Detmers came swishing by and said, “Ted, did you tell your son how you helped me get born?”’
“No,” hesaid, “but that was a sweetheart of a blizzard.”

In the late 1930s my parents farmed 3-80s north of Edgerton, Minnesota. Their closest neighbor was the Detmers family. It
was a cold January day, and Mrs. Detmers was heavy with child. A blizzard came in wickedly from the west. When Mrs. Det-
mers went into labor, her husband called the doctor and said, “My wife needs your help, and so do I.” The doctor replied, “My
car, even with chains on, won't get me there.”

John Detmers told him that he would send a neighbor, if he could, and briskly hung up the phone and called my father ask-
ing him to get the doctor from town. My Dad said he would do so but he asked if he could use John’s younger and faster team
of horses.

Pa walked the fence line between the two farms through the storm in near zero visibility with his hands reading the barbed
wire. He had asked John to harness his team to a bobsled filled with straw and buffalo robes. They were ready after Pawalked
the ¥ mile to the Detmers' farm. John said quietly to him,” This is a man-killing blizzard.” “We will see,* Pasaid, caling to
the horses and laughing as they turned into the wind.

He headed to town through the flats near the Rock River but soon found that the snow was so deep that the horses bellied up
and began to flounder. In snow up to hiswaist, he led the team as he turned them around and said, “It’ s over Buffalo Ridge for
us, boys.” Instead of 3 % milesto town, it was nine miles along the Ridge and into the city limits. When he turned into the doc-
tor'sdooryard, he noticed that the storm had worsened. With the horses having grown pipes of ice from their nostrils and his
face and coat covered with snow and ice, he pounded on the doctor’s door. The physician in question opened the door a crack
and said, “Ted, | knew it was you; no one else would be crazy enough to do this.”

The doc was paralyzed with fright but my father commanded him to put on a coat, wrap himself up in the buffalo robes, lie
in the straw, and keep his hands warm between his legs. Pa shouted to him and to the horses, “If we don’t get there, this lady
and child are going to die.” He turned them back in their own tracks and yelled, “Fly, boys, fly,” and indeed they did in the
blinding snow over Buffalo Ridge. In less than a half hour they were there...John rushing from the house weeping for joy.

The doctor delivered Myra after many hours of labor. Pa was in the barn cooling down the horses telling them what they
had accomplished. They listened attentively to him.

For many years my parents were guests at Myra’'s birthday parties. Pa spoke often about how tough and fast the
Detmers’ team was. In his waning years he would sit by a window during a blizzard, doze, and dream of ending his life
in a man-killing storm. He asked me to help him do it but then retracted and commented that it would cause a lot of
trouble. He did refuse feeding tubes and life support technology. He passed away in the presence of family and of
nurses who loved and admired him.

~ Buck den Ouden

The author, a Professor of Philosophy at the University of Hartford, is the author of five books and has given guest lectures in over
twenty countries. He farms and logs part-time in North Heath He and his wife Beverly also own a farm in Minnesota within three
miles of the 3-80swhere his parentslived. Herelishesthe cold and heavy snow almost as much as his father.
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Wild Ramblings

Call from thewild

By Bill Lattrell

There are howls out there in the dark, inky night. They devour my sensibilities and allow my mind to wander into a quagmire of
wonder, mystery, and trepidation. The howl is singular. Its pitch islow. The howl is similar to that | hear in the far northern re-
gions of Quebec. It often isin response to the late night howling of eastern coyote packs. Their voices are shrill and less melodi-
ous. Their voices are many. It isnot uncommon to hear packs of coyotes sing back and forth to each other in the deep New Eng-
land woods. Typically one band of coyotes will howl over a kill and another band will respond. They howl back and forth and
interestingly the two melodies never seem to emerge. But thisis different. The coyotes howl; yipping and crooning wildly, but
when this low, long drawn out how! responds, the coyote pack goes silent asif they do not want their location to be known.

Both my wife and | have noticed this over the last year or 0. | have spent many hourstrying to sort out the possibilitiesin my mind. My
ingtinct saysit isagray wolf, but my more rational Sde says no. Wolves were thought to be extirpated in New England over 100 years ago
but one was killed two years ago while killing sheep in Shelburne, only two towns away from here. The carcass was sent out west by Mas-
sachusetts Fish and Wildlife folks and, despite the fact the Fish and Game peopleinitially denied it was awolf, the DNA reveded that it was
100% gray wolf. No, not the hybrid between wolf and coyote known to inhabit this region called the Eastern Coyote which can contain
from 10% to 80% gray wolf DNA, but area wolf. It was a fluke, they said, unlikely to ever happen again. It was a rogue male that wan-
dered down from a pack in southeastern Ontario (and had the exact DNA to prove it) precisdy where it is believed that the coyotes that
migrated eastward stopped and picked up their wolf DNA some 50 years ago. Curious minds, like mine, keep wondering and wandering.

There have been claims about the presence of wolves in Maine, Vermont, and New Hampshire. The documentation is mostly
anecdotal. At least two “wolves’ killed in interior Maine contained a fraction of coyote DNA, not pure wolves but very close. The
wilds of interior Maine are vast and unpopulated by humans. There are reaches of these deep woods that seldom see humans. Itis
entirely possible that the gray wolf has found its way back into these wilderness areas, but this, to the best of my knowledge, is
unproven.The White Mountainsin New Hampshire and the Green Mountainsin Vermont have similar, but not so vast, wild areas.

| have learned a few things over the more than three decades that | have been an ecologist. The first, and the most important
lesson, is to not make assumptions. The easy answer is not always the correct answer. In fact it has been my experience that the
easy answer is seldom the correct answer. And so my mind keeps considering and reconsidering the possibilities.

With as much time as | spend in the woods it is amazing how little real datal was able to find with regards to this mystery. Nearly zilch.
Almogt nothing, essentially nada. But every once in awhile | get lucky. Last autumn | put out some trail cameras on the western edge of
our land where | had noticed some deer Sign. A mature buck had made a scrape and | wanted to see what the buck looked like. | located a
trail camera about 20-25 feet from the scrape in hopes of getting a good picture. If you are not familiar with these trail cameras they are
pretty sophigticated. The trigger of the camera is tripped by motion detectors and infrared sensors. If an object is moving and warm, the
camerawill take a photograph. Thetime of day doesn't matter. Night or day these cameras are active and effective. Two or three days later,
| returned to retrieve the data card from the camera. | had my male bloodhound, Cooper, with me and he started crooning and running back
and forth as we approached the area. | assumed a deer had been through and took the card out of the camera, replacing it with another one. |
went about my merry way, and Cooper and | visited a couple other trail | ;
camerasthat | had located over about 100 acres of woods.

That evening | was going through the pictures. They wereinteresting, but
mostly photographs of the same three or four female deer that run around in
these woods. When | put in the SD card from the camera where Cooper had
gotten excited | hoped to see abuck visiting the scrape. As| scrolled through
the pictures on my computer monitor there were a couple of does, in fact the
same onesthat | had seen in other locations. And then there was a picture of
what | thought was a coyote. It was stocky and seemed fairly large. | didn't
notice anything too unusual until a couple of pictures|ater therewasa picture
of me and Cooper standing in almost the exact same location. Something im-
mediately caught my eye and so | scrolled back to the photo of the canine that L :
had visited the scrape. And sure enough, | had more information on the canine Wild Canine, November 2011
beadt that has mysterioudly been wandering these woods. Infact | had actually
photographed it!

(“Call fromthe Wild" continued on page 5)
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(“Call fromthe Wild” continued from page 4)

The clue that | had noticed when looking at Cooper and me standing &t the
scrape was that the “coyote” was about the same size as Cooper, perhapsjust atad
larger. Cooper isabigfelow. He standsover 28 inches at the shoulder and weighs
in a over 130 pounds. Thisistwice the size of a large eastern coyote; the hybrid
between coyote and wolf that inhabits thisarea. In fact, a 65-pound eastern coyote
would be considered huge. This discovery was beyond lucky. The odds of my
actualy getting a photograph of this canine seemed infinitesmally small. But
sometimes luck just comes your way. And now | knew why Cooper was so excited
on that day we picked up the SD card out of the camera.

: . ‘ Months passed. | spent hours and hours in the woods looking for tracks in the

N T snow. | was looking for larger solo canine tracks. | found lots of tracks this past
Cooper smells the canine tracks. winter, and lots of coyotes, but none that were aone and large enough to be the
animal | sought. The cameras stayed in the woods but to no avail. It seemed my luck had run out, and | was a a dead end. Sometimesa
little information is more frustrating than no information at all.

And then one day in late winter while at home at about nine o'clock in the morning our female bloodhound, Adia, started growling and
asked to go out onto the deck. | was upgtairs on the computer and my wife, Maureen, yelled for me to come downstairs. She was on the
deck with Adia and she said she had just seen a very large coyote on the other side of the field. And then she looked at me with wide eyes
and said, “Redlly, redly big!”

| asked her which way it was traveling and she pointed north. | looked north. | waited. Suddenly there it was, on the other sde of the
road, emerging from a gully and scrambling up a hill in the hardwoods. It wastall. It had long legs. It was tawny and thin. It was bigger
than eastern coyotes ever get. | only had afew secondsto see this wonderful animal before it disappeared.

Adiawas beside hersdf with excitement. Shetried jumping the railing on the deck. Maureen held her back and shuffled her inside back
through the diding, plate-glassdoors. | stood there looking, hoping to get one more glimpse. 1t was not meant to be.

| went down to where Maureen had first seen the canine. She told me it was moving steadily, but not running. Only after Adia
barked did it break into a quicker pace, still not a run, but a faster gait with longer strides. The tracks in the snow could not have
been fresher. There was no distortion from melting. What | witnessed, photographed, and measured was astounding.

The footprints were three-and-three-quarters-inches long and nearly three-inches-wide. The strides were measured from the
furthest front foot forward to the furthest back foot and were from 57 to 60 inches! By comparison, Cooper’s tracks are four and a
half inches by three and a half inches; his paws are enormous by dog standards. His large feet are meant to keep him afloat in mud
and wetlands when tracking in wet territory. Adia’'s tracks are three and a half by two and three quarters inches and she weighs
about 120 pounds. The normal fast walking stride of both Cooper and Adiais about 54 inches, some six inches less than the ca-
nine Maureen and Adia saw in our field.

Lo
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| tracked the animal for aways but logt it as soon asit crossed an open field where the snow had melted. By now it was at least amile
away. | stopped to think how unbelievably fortuitous it was to have seen this magnificent canine. | live amongst thousands of acres of
woods and these animals have territories of tens of square miles and it just happened to cross our field in a place where Adiawould smdll it
and Maureen would call it to my attention. Again, what are the odds?

So what do | know? | know there is alarge wild canine that wanders this forest. It has a very low pitch howl. | have a photo-
graph of him (or her). | have seen it with my own eyes and because it was much thinner than the photo. | cannot even be sureitis
the same animal. There is little doubt that the cold winter months and difficult hunting conditions could easily account for weight
loss though. | have measured and photographed the tracks and the gait. And | can only be sure it is a very large wild canine. It
could be an eastern coyote, like those in Maine that are over 90% gray wolf. Or it could be a wolf.

| just don't know.

Tonight | hear those low howls once again. They sound like they are from an eralong ago. They are wild and send chills down
through each vertebra of my spine. They call to me. Cooper and Adia, now by my side, how! back. The call from the wild brings
them back through the agesto their primordial roots. And, for the moment, they wish to be free. They wish to run wild. They wish
to be what they came from.

Asdol. Written in April, 2012, for www.wildramblings.com.
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Green Thoughts

Summer Berries
Red, Black,
and Blue

By Pat L euchtman

Heath’ s lowbush blueberries are legendary of course, and |
always buy a box, even when | don’'t have young grandchil-
dren to pick them. Still, I love having my own blueberries.

The first spring we were here we planted eight highbush
blueberries in back of the house. | knew that they needed to be
cross-pollinated and ordered early Blueray and Bluecrop, then
midseason Atlantic and Herbert which have enormous berries.
There are people who only like lowbush berries, but | am glad to
have both varieties. There is nothing like going to the berry patch
early in the morning and picking blueberriesfor breakfast.

We were lucky to begin with a ‘can’t fail’ crop. We pretty
much just dug a hole and stuck the young bushes in. We have
occasionally sprinkled rotted manure and compost around them,
but have taken no particular care. We naturally have the acid soil
they require. They started bearing in just two or three years and
continue to bear heavily. One of the things | especidly appreciate
about blueberriesis that they hang on the bush until you are ready
to pick. There is less urgency than with raspberries. The only
pruning necessary is taking out winterkill.

The biggest problem is the birds. We used to throw nets over
the bushes and put out mylar ‘fire tape that was supposed to
scare them away, and these were moderately successful. Inspired
by a neighbor who put up a cage for netting we finaly followed
suit, and that has worked very well, until last year when the ber-
ries disappeared while we weren't looking. How? Chipmunks? |
never saw chipmunks, but more little critters seem to have made
their way to The End of the Road. Rabhits, too.

There was the remnant of a raspberry patch next to the
henhouse when we moved here and that sufficed for several
years, but it ultimately died out. It was time to plant our own
patch next to the new small vegetable garden at the end of the
Rose Walk. We ordered 20 mid-season bushes, name lost,
and five late-season from Nourse Farm. Name also lost.

This time we planted with more care, digging in compost
and mulching the new bushes. | think we planted them about
10 years ago and they continue to renew themselves and give
us a good harvest. Birds don’t like raspberries so we don't
have to bother with nets.

Raspberry canes need to be cut down after fruiting. |
never seem to cut out all the spent canesin the fall, so thereis
always more to do in the spring. Red raspberries require little
other care. Weeds are a special problem for us because of the
adjoining field which is infested with tansy and mint. When |
get to weeding, most of the weeds, or those without roots, end
up between the three rows to act as mulch. | have also laid
down cardboard and autumn leaves for mulch in the paths,

but it is never enough to eliminate all weeds..

Again, | occasionally throw in compost that includes rot-
ted chicken manure, as well as greensand for potassium. |
don't worry about this because | once had a neighbor who
mulched his wonderful raspberry patch only with autumn
leaves and he said they provided all necessary nutrition.

Raspberries are only demanding at harvest time. If they

o * are not picked when they are ripe they will be rotted or moldy

the next day, especidly if there israin. Close attention needs
to be paid.

About three years ago at the Heath Fair someone gave me
a taste of homemade black raspberry jam. Heaven! | had to
get black raspberries and ordered ten from Nourse. Name lost al-
ready. Thistime | confess | did not plant them with much care,
and certainly not with any thought to their growth habits.

Black raspberries and red raspberries send out new shoots
from the root, but left unpruned the canes of the black raspberry
will bend down to the ground and given very little encouragement
the tip will root and make a new plant. | have allowed this and
have done very little pruning. Big mistake. Instead of allowing the
row of berriesto advance acrossthe garden | findly redize | have
to take charge. | must take control. This means not only cutting
spent canes out at soil leve after fruiting in the fal or early win-
ter, the new canes need to be pruned in the summer to aheight of
about three feet. | il have time to do that. During the very early
spring | will have to thin the new canes which had been pruned
during the summer, and cut back laterd branches to about a foot.
Thiswill not only give me a better harvest, it will give me a har-
vest that iseaser to reach.

Berries are a wonderful perennia crop, needing relatively
little care. A soil pH between 5.5 and 6.5 is ideal. Sun and
good drainage are vital. During a dry season it is important to
irrigate if you are going to get agood harvest.

And how nice that we can feel free to gorge ourselves
now that we know these berries are full of health-giving
nutrients, antioxidants, vitamins, and minerals.

New Winter Hours for
Transfer Sation

The Transfer Station Winter Hours have
been changed to Saturdays, 8:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. and Wednesdays, 9:00 am. to
1:00 p.m. These hours will take effect
starting November 1, 2012, and end on
Memorial Day, May 27, 2013. The Select-
board voted to make this change on a trial
basis for one year and to revisit the issue
prior to the next winter period beginning in
October of 2013.
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Jerry Ferguson PLANTS FOR PLEASURE
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ELECTRIC!AN & \

HOME IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTOR
Phone: 413-337-4317 Fax: 413-339-4839

Propane

339 Amherst Rd.
Sunderland, MA 01375
800-287-2492
www.ostermangas.com

15 Bndge Street =

Shelbume Falls, MA 01370 if;

413-625-6066 e
Carolyn Armstrong & Family

Joe Kovach
Joan Schoenhals
Annie Skillings

% BIRCH GLEN STABLES

WESTERN OR ENGLISH
RIDING LESSONS

$25.00 Half hour private

$40.00 Hour private

Save with a package
(Buy 5 get 1 free)

25 Groll Road, Rowe, MA 01367
Phone: 413-337-4044
E-mail: birchglenstables@verizon.net
Web site: www.birchglenstables.com

Matt’'s Trucking

Matt Lively
Excavating-Loam-Sand-Fill 337-4331
- Screened Loam A Specialty -

Richard A. Sumner

Journeyman Electrician
Mass. License #E22622

AL. AVERY & SON

>3 e (< <K< K<< <<

Protection ® Selection
Great Service * Competitive Pricing

(413) 625-6527
1147 Mohawk Trail, Shelburne MA

30 Royer Bd., Heath, MA 01346 GENERAL STORE

(413) 339-8357 Charlemont ¢ 339-4915
- Richard C. Bishop
2] k ] Ie Elder Law Attorney

Massachusetts, Florida, Arizona

P.O. Box 121, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370
413-625-2574 / fax 625-8321

40 School St., Suite 5, Greenfield, MA 01302
413-773-1818 / fax 773-1881
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Wonderfully Wild
Blueberry Spread

Made from sustainably grown low bush blueberries, organic
cranberries. Lightly sweetened with honey.

Wonderfully Wild
Blueberry Juice

Available at the farm and at many local markets.
Visit our Web-site for the locations.

Come walk this beautiful land!
182 Flagg Hill Road, Heath, MA 01346
(413) 337-5340, www.bensonplace.org

Pressed from 100% sustainably grown low bush blueberries.

Berkshire Sweet
Gold Maple Farm
Heath, MA

Single-Batch, Single-Crop maple syrups in Itdian glass
from our family farm. Our small-batch methods produce var-
ied and digtinctive maple flavors in every bottle. Come taste
something new drawn from maple's long history. Our recipe
brochure includes mest, fish, vegetable, and sdad dishes.
Available a our farm stand on Route 8A, by order, and &t fine
arts& craftsshows. Farm visits are welcome.

(888) 576-2753 or BerkshireSweetGold.com

Freeman Farm

Grass-fed beef for your freezer.
Reserve a beefer in the spring.
Maple syrup, field brush hog mowing,
and hay also available.

20 Town Farm Road
337-4766

Wld Native Blueberries
-m‘;j Burnt Hill Farm

Pre-picked 10 Ib & 20 Ib boxes
Available late July to mid-August
Call to order

Blueberry Hotline: 413-337-4454
118 Flagg Hill Rd, Heath, MA

Raw Milk For Sale
Hager Bros. Farm

Farm Fresh High Quality Available by
order at 413 624-3200 or hagersmp@mtdata.com.

Order by Sunday p.m. for Monday pickup or Thursday
p.m. for Friday pickup at:

11 Merrifield Lane
Colrain, MA 01340

Also available, afull line of maple products and Cabot
cheese at farm prices.

Tripp’s Blueberries
64 Taylor Brook Road
Heath, MA

Sweet, Wild, Lowbush
picked, cleaned freezer ready
10 Ib or 20 Ib boxes

Call to reserve
413-337-4964
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Thissection isfreeto Heath Farmers, and is made possible by the sales of Carroll Stowe' scompilation “ TheWay it isin the
Country.” Agricultural producersshould submit their infor mation to The Heath Herald, P.O. Box 54, Heath, M A 01346.
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lnleath Fair News

Laoves awd Gewriemen: Twe 99 74 Avwoar Heary Fare was aue sor seeow??’

| suspect that by now you have made all the necessary arrangements for your attendance: Y ou know that the Fair be-
ginsprecisely at 5:00 p.m. on Friday, August 17; you're aware that the Fireworks and Square Dance will be held on Fri-
day night; you' ve prepared, or have begun preparing your exhibition entries and in so doing have discovered the option to
register your entry online; you've taken a look at the schedule and know all of the musicians who'll be performing and
you have a keen sense of when to be where; and you are anticipating your first bite of maple-covered fried dough.
The Heath Agricultural Society has been working hard to organize this year’'s Fair. We hope that you'll make every
effort to attend this celebration of community and of our agricultural heritage. There are several new things that we
would like you to be aware of:

1 Compostine:

We will composting our waste this year. There will be separate receptacles located on the
grounds that specify the kinds of waste that may be composted.

Bixe Rarrie:

On Friday night we will be holding a Bicycle Raffle. The winner will receive a Raeigh Bicycle
from Bicycle World in Greenfield. To participate in the Raffle you must be 9, or younger, and you
must have been admitted to the Fair. Raffle Tickets may be requested at the gate as you pay for
admisson. The drawing will be hed a 8:15 p.m. and the winning number will be announced
over the loudspeaker. The winner must be present to claim his or her prize, so please pay close
attention.

Owune Reeistration:

This year, for the first time, we are offering a choice to register entries online. This service currently
extends to the following categories of entry: Exhibit Hall, Sheep, Goats, and Poultry. If all goes
well this year more categories of entry will be available. Look for the Link on our Web site and
please pay close attention to Entry Deadlines.

Paraoc:
Larry Sampson and Lyra Johnson have been working with Lyra’'s Wednesday Night Library

Craft Group to put together an exciting puppet for the Parade: Mother Earth is what she
is being called. You might find her in the Exhibition Hall prior to the Parade.

It isimportant to remember that the Heath Agricultural Society is a volunteer organization and an immense amount of work
has been devoted to making the Heath Fair possible. Indeed, the commitment demonstrated to Fair by volunteers is astounding:
Mowing, Painting, Plumbing, Planting, Trimming, Planning...the list of projects aways seems insurmountable and yet things are
completed and with good spirit. During the Fair hundreds of Volunteers will help to make the Fair function: Tickets, Food
Booth, Parking, Grounds Cleanliness, and so on. | wish to offer my sincerest appreciation to al of the individuals who work so
hard to sustain and renew the Fair every year. There would be no Heath Fair were it not for such dedication. Thank you all. For
those who are interested in volunteering for the Heath Agricultural Society there are innumerable opportunities. During Fair
weekend mogt volunteer commitments will occupy 2-3 hours of your time and will earn you free entry to the Fair for that day.
Please contact any of the following volunteersto inquire about Volunteer Opportunities.

Justin Lively, Car Parking  (413) 834-0168
Robin Jenkins, Exhibit Hall 337-4389
Deb Porter, Food Booth 337-4715
Emily Cross, Tickets 337-4816
Pam Porter, Recycling 337-5525

Wce'11 see you ar e Fars.

~ Justin Lively, President
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Frienos or toe Heary Free Pusiic
Lizrary Book Saic

Spreaxers & Torics

One of our newer traditions at the Fair is to offer speakers
on agricultural topics of current interest. Presentations are at
the Speakers Tent by the Solomon Temple Barn.

Hereisthe lineup for this year.

Frioay Nigur
Jim Wallace, Cheese Making
Charlie Olchowski, Cider Making

Saruroay Arrernoon
Mike Smith, Chain Saw Safety and Techniques 1:00 p.m.
Clare Pearson, Medicinal Herbs 3:00 p.m.
Rick Intres, Beekeeping 5:00 p.m.
Sunoay Aut Day
Gardening the Community, Urban Farming 10:00 am.

6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Rep. Paul Mark, MA Department of 11:30 am.
Agriculture, Environment, and Natural

Resources

Loril Moondream, Wildlife Rehabilitator 3:00 p.m.
Medicine Mammals

(Suggestions for next year are welcome any time. Contact
Pam Porter, 337-5525 or Rebecca Dorr Sampson, 337-4407.)

el N T T

PTP Booru

Come see us at the Heath Parent Teacher Partnership
booth at the Fair this year. Activities in the works include: a
children's craft station, Henna Art, a refreshing dunking
booth, school tees, a fidget ladder, and our annual raffle and
watermelon eating contest! If you want to help running the
booth or are ready to be dunked, drop a note to Lorena
at mailto:lloubskylonergan@netzero.com.

P e VAT P N

Famity Tenr

The Family Tent returns this year in the Heath Fair to provide
acomfy spot for nursing moms and toys for kidsto play with.
Many thanks for Baystate-Franklin Medical Center for
funding the tent.

The Friends of the Heath Free Public Library’s Annual
Book Sale will be open on Friday, August 17, from 5:00 to
10:00 p.m., on Saturday, August 18, from 10:00 am. to 10:00
p.m., and on Sunday, August 19, from 10:00 am. to 4:00 p.m.

As always there will be afull selection of books for young
and old alike.

Tne Hearw Herato
WILL BE ON SALE
AT THE
Friznos oF THE
Heary Free Pusiic Lisrary’s
Book Sate
Turovenour tue Fair
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Wacon Tour

b

I e

A Big Fair attraction will be
Tommy Flynn and his team of
two, Victor and Orphy, who will
provide a wagon tour around the
Fairgrounds on both Saturday
from noon to 4:00 p.m. and on
Sunday from 2:00 p.m. until closing
for about 17 adults and children
per ride (“A good, saferide,” says
Tommy).

The tour , lagting about 12-15
minutes, darts a the Exhibition
Hall, goes down Hosmer Road to
the Pull, then around the back
side of the cow barn ending up at
the starting point.

This a particular delight for
the kids who, according to
Tommy, “fight to sit up front.”

Heary Historicat Sociery ar tue Far

The Society will sponsor araffle again this year during the Fair. The drawing will be held following the Annual Meeting on
Saturday, August 25, at 6:30 p.m .in the Heath Community Hall. Y ou do not have to be present to win!

o First Prize will be an exquisite quilted “Throw” 54 in. x 46 in. This beautiful handmade quilt donated by Marcia
Tiernan in the “Four Patch Posy” pattern will be on display during the Heath Fair in the Solomon Temple Barn.

e  Second Prizewill bean original painting of arural scene by Frederick Burrington, a sixth generation native of Hezath.

e Third Prize will be your choice of any book on the Society’s Publication List.

Y ou may purchase raffle tickets at the Solomon Temple Barn during the Fair or at the Annual Meeting before the drawing.
Single raffle tickets will sell for $1.00 or seven tickets for $5.00. Y ou do not need to be present to win but we do look forward

to seeing you at the drawing.

The Solomon Temple Barn M useum will be open for visitors during the Heath Fair on Friday, August 17, from 5:00 p.m.
to 9:00 p.m.; on Saturday, August 18, from 10:00 am. to 9:00 p.m., and on Sunday, August 19, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m..
The Society’s publications will be on sale as usual including the latest edition of Ed Calver’'s Heath, Massachusetts: A History
and Guidebook and Dave Howland's memoir, A Shippet from the Greatest Generation. Don’t missiit!
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The Future Looks Bright For Heath Little
L eague Baseball

It was a great season for Heath baseball. Both our majors and
our rookie league team made the playoffs. And our rookie team
advanced to the championship game and won!

Rough Seasfor theMariners

Although our Mgjor's division team, the Heath/Rowe Mari-
ners, came up a game short of making our third appearance in
the finals in three years it was a very good season! Our sports-
manship was stellar. There was not a single behavioral incident
on the bench or the field or an unkind word exchanged between
players all season. In my seven years of coaching I've never ex-
perienced anything like it. (Remember these are elementary-
aged children we're talking about.) Behind the play of our
team's most improved player Chandler Platek, we were com-
petitive in all but one game (and that was our opener) and, more
importantly, the kids never gave up on themselves or each
other. One of the highlights of the season was a game against
the eventual league runner-ups in which we were behind 10 - 0
going into the fourth inning that we won 15 - 11 in extra in-
nings. Sixth graders Kurt Shippee, David Hobbs, Chandler
Platek, Oshen Ramirez, and Oliver Diamond had stellar careers
in their five years of play in the league. They will be missed!
And a big shout out to my Mariner co-coach tenth grader
Tucker Jenkins who had a great first year coaching in the
league, and our base coaches, eighth grader Julian Diamond and
seventh grader Christopher Graves. Other coaches often com-
mented on the sense of family and pride they witnessed on the
Mariner sidelines. We often had as many former players at our
practices and games as we did current ones. It's a great tradition
that | hope will continue.

L eague Expanding

We're not ready to play in Asia, Latin America, or other for-
eign markets just yet, but next year, the Mohawk Cal Ripkin
League, made up of teams from Buckland-Shelburne, Colrain,
Charlemont, and Heath, is merging with the Hilltown League,
which includes the towns of Plainfield, Ashfield, Chesterfield,
and West Chesterfield. In preparation for the merger, every
team in both divisions played one intra-league game. At the end
of the season, to celebrate and facilitate the transition an all-star
game was held. Several Mariners participated in that contest.
The leagues divided themselves into two squads, an A and a B
team. Teammates stayed together but Mariners joined players
from both the Mohawk and the Hilltown Leagues in a game
against another team comprised of players from both leagues as
well. The game was held in Goshen. It was an incredibly suc-
cessful event and great fun! Kudos to Mohawk League presi-
dent Jenn Morse and her counterpart in the Hilltown League,
Joe Cliche, for making it al happen.

Birdsof Prey
Meanwhile, in the Rookie division, the Heath Hawks,
dropped one or two games early in the season and never looked
back. Behind the pitching and hitting of third graders Keeman

T

: PhotograpﬁsyA'rt'Schwenger >

Heath Hawks celebrate after winning the championship baseball
game at VetsField in Shelburne Falls.

Ramirez, McGrady Crossman, Sulli Wexler-Schnorr, Sovahn
Crawford, and Muiris Loubsky-Lonergan, the Hawks found
every possible way to win.. They hit home runs in games in
which the scores more closely resembled a basketball contest.
And, in the playoffs, they won a nail-biter, a2 - 0 pitchers’ duel,
which ushered them into the finals. In the championship they
played a near perfect game and came away with an impressive 5
- 0 victory. But, mostly, they had fun and played well together
as a team all season. Congratulations to all the Hawks players
and to their Coaches Carin Burnes, Zeb Crossman, and Jess
Erho. And a heartfelt embrace to this year's and every season's
MV Ps—the parents! Without all the moms, dads, aunts, uncles,
and grandparents who drive, coach, bake, and volunteer their
time, none of thiswould be possible. We are grateful.

~ Jonathan Diamond
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The Friends of the Heath School Library

. The current Friends' Board is stepping down after an eleven-year tenure for
Friends of the some of us and will be succeeded by a new and younger group which will include
Heath School Library one of our number, Lyra Johnson, who will now serve as a community member fol-
Library lowing the 6™ grade graduation of her daughter Vega.

It al began with a conversation a a school picnic between Heath School Librarian
Wanda Musacchio and retired public library librarian Jane deleeuw when it became clear that there would be no funds to purchase
books for the school library for that school year, a situation clearly unacceptable to these two library devotees.

Agreeing that something needed to be done, they swiftly went about forming a group by sending out a series of letters to those
they thought would be interested. From those replies, some agreeing to meet, others saying they had no time for another meeting but
would certainly support our endeavors, we were able to form The Friends of the Heath School Library.

Our first meeting took place in the beautiful school library where it was decided that our mandate was to provide the funds to
allow Wanda to purchase the books and materials needed to maintain a viable, up-to-date library collection for our children through a
series of fund-raisers, chief among which would be an annual book fair. This past year we held our 10™.

In addition, over the years we tried a number of things at the Heath Fair including a Tag Sale which proved to be a discouraging
amount of work and the sale of Frequent Flyer airline tickets generously donated by Jan and Cal Carr which netted us a goodly
amount with minimum effort until discouraged by the airline.

For one reason or another, chief among which was the fact that we were all otherwise engaged in Fair activities, we discontinued
participating in the Fair, but added what has proved to be the very popular Breakfast at the Annual Town Meeting for which we
baked and attendees ate and donated

In addition we established the Celebration Book Club, encouraging parents and friends to purchase books for the library in honor
of birthdays, etc. or in memory of loved ones.

Through these activities over ten years we have raised $25,000.

During this time, our Board has changed as members left to do other things but continued to support in many ways. The origina
core of Wanda, David Adie, who has served as treasurer al these years, and Jane deLeeuw has remained. Through the years we
were joined by Jan Carr (often helped by husband Cal), Charlene Churchill, Pat Leuchtman, Helen Mackie, and Hazel Porter, who all
served on the Board and then continued their support in many ways, and lastly by Lois Buchiane, Ruth Johnson, and Lyra Johnson,
who after years of support stepped in to fill Board vacancies. Special mention must be made of Helen Mackie who lent us her creati-
tive powers by designing our striking logo and pins, which we have used ever after, aswell as a series of beautiful bookmarks we
sold at the Fairs; Eileen Tougas who designed and contributed our posters and vouchers; Heath Librarian Don Purington who aided
the children to make their choices at the Fairs, and John Musacchio who helped to set up for the Fairs and carted the books from
and back to World Eye Bookshop. And to World Eye, heartfelt gratitude for working with us and trusting us to carry away and return
the books we had chosen but not sold.

Among the highlights of our years was the successful raising of the money needed to purchase a new set of The World Book En-
cyclopedia by offering a volume or volumes of their choice to participants for $40.00 each .And another was, under our auspices, a
vigit to the Heath School by Betty G. Birney, creator of the immensely popular series about Humphrey the Classroom Hamster,
whose talk enthralled the many Heath School Humphrey fans.

We feel we have fulfilled our origind mandate and are now ready to pass the torch to the new group (see Lorena Loubsky’s article).
The fund-raisers will be continued including the annual Book Fair, an event always looked forward to and enjoyed by the students
and staff alike. We have greatly appreciated their enthusiasm and support.

Our thanks to al the community members who have supported our activities over the years which have ensured that the library’s
collection remained an excellent one, and special thanks to those who, year after year, alowed us, through their generosity, to give
vouchersto every child to purchase abook at each of our Fairs It needs to be mentioned that this Heath group included a couple of
loyal supporters, namely Kathleen Stein of New Hampshire and Heath .and Frank and Betty Birney of California.

David Adie Jane del eeuw Ruth Johnson
Lois Buchiane Lyra Johnson Wanda Musacchio
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dleath School

By Eric Glazier, principal

Greetings from Heath Elementary!

The hallways are empty as | write this submission, but how
quickly that will change. | hope that everyone has enjoyed their
summer breaks. | was able to spend some time at the beach
with my own children. We had fun playing in the waves and fish-
ing from the pier (we didn’t catch any fish, but it was till fun).

| thoroughly enjoyed my first year as principal and I’m very
excited about beginning my second. Students are scheduled to
report back on August 29. During that time last year we were
faced with the aftermath of Hurricane Irene, which delayed the
opening of the school year by three days. Let’s hope that we
don't see another such storm for more than 100 years!

We are happy to be welcoming two new staff membersto Heath
Elementary School. Marilyn O'Brien is returning to Hesth to fill
the position of Title | teacher. Marilyn has worked in Heeth as a
Title | teacher previoudy and is very excited to be returning to our
community. Seth Gilbertson has been hired to teach in our 5/6
classroom. Seth recently completed his Master’s degree in elemen-
tary education at Roger Williams College. He and his wife have
moved to the areaand are expecting their first child thisfall.

Another important note from Heath School is that we are
extending our preschool hours. We will be offering a full-day
preschool on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday from 8:45
a.m.- 3:15 p.m. Sarah Forbes and Michelle Howe will continue
to educate our youngest students. Veronica Smead will be
joining this classroom three days a week as a preschool aide.

As dways, if you have any questions, comments, or concerns
don’t hesitate to call the school. Thanks and have a grest fall!

Friends of the Heath School Library [

It is with much gratitude that we receive the torch from the
outgoing members of the Friends of the Heath School Library
who have helped grow and nurture the newly chris-
tened Musacchio Library. Despite the challenging politics and
budget environment of the District, the group has managed to
beautifully provide ongoing funding for a stunning and invigo-
rating collection of books and educational materials for the stu-
dents at Heath School. In partnership with library manager Al-
ice Lemédlin, the new members of the committee hope to carry
on their good work and support youth literacy in Heath.
wed like to welcome and thank new members Dana Black-
burn, Emily Cross, Susan Draxler, Lorena Loubsky, Deb Por-
ter, and Mary Sumner. Gratefully, past Board member Lyra
Johnson will continue with us, as well.

We wish dl the best to the intrepid retiring members. Three
hearty cheersfor their service and dedication these past 11 years.

The Friends will continue to raise funds for book purchases
through the Annual Town Meeting Breakfast and the fall Book
Fair in partnership with the World Eye Bookshop. . Save the
date for thisyear's Book Fair on November 15 at Heath Ele-
mentary School! Feel freeto contact one of the membersif you
have any questions or would like to share ideas for supporting
our young readers.

~ Lorena Loubsky

PTP

We are delighted to have Marilyn O'Brien returning to her
role as Title-I| Math instructor. Our beloved Deb Porter will be
retiring from this position come September, and, while we will miss
her presence and exceptiona wisdom and transformetive dedication
to the children and school, we are delighted she will be able to
enjoy new adventures in grandparenting and travel with husband
John Henry.

Also joining the Heath Elementary staff this fall in the role
of 5th-6th grade teacher is Seth Gilbertson, recently of Rhode
Idand. He and his family look forward to joining the school
and the broader Heath community this fall. Well provide a
fuller introduction next issue as well as a more in-depth honor-
ing and interview with Deb.

Stay tuned, and we look forward to welcoming you to
Heath School for another exciting year!.
~ Lorena Loubsky

New Drama Coordinator For MTRSD

Jonathan Diamond is looking for someone to share in an ad-
venture he is arranging, to paraphrase J.R.R. Tolkien, author
of The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings trilogy.

Jonathan, in his new post as Mohawk Trail Regional School
District Drama Coordinator, will direct the annua spring musical
at the high school. Thisyear studentswill perform The Hobbit.

“Heath and the rest of the hilltowns are a lot like the shire
where the story's protagonist, Bilbo Baggins, is from,” says
Jonathan. Buckland even shares its name with one of the
villages in Tolkien's story. They’'re both peaceful, bucolic set-
tings. Tolkien created this amazing fantasy world of Middle
Earth but parts of it will feel very familiar to West County chil-
dren and families.”

“Mohawk is delighted to introduce Jonathan Diamond
as the District's new Drama Coordinator,” says Superintendent
Michael Buoniconti. “Dr. Diamond played an instrumental
role evolving the Heath Elementary drama program over the
past eight years into a remarkable educational experience for
students. We greatly look forward to Jonathan expanding
this wonderful program to the high school and middle
school and are very excited for our students.”

(“ New Drama Coordinator For MTRSD” continued on page 15)
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(“ New Drama Coordinator For MTRSD” continued from page 14)

In addition to directing the spring production a Mohawk,
Jonathan will oversee a pilot internship model at the Hesth Ele-
mentary School and co-teach an acting workshop for middle and
high school students with Mohawk English teacher Leanne
Blaszak. Ms. Blaszek did her student teaching residency at the
high school and assisted with the musical last year.

“We're hoping to create a program that offers opportunities
for high school juniors and seniors to direct productionsin the
elementary schools and use it to expand the performing arts
curriculum for that age group,” he said.

The Mohawk course will be offered both semesters. Stu-
dents can sign up for fal or spring semesters or enroll for the year.
The workshop teachers plan to use the first semester to build a
core ensemble that can work together on the spring play and, in
the second semester, to provide additiond rehearsal time once that
production is underway.

“The students are going to help us develop the materid, asfirst
well need to compose the music and write the play,” says Jona
than. “Well draw from our talented faculty and student body and
tap into the hilltowns’ gifted performing arts community.”

Jonathan has experience creating and adapting material in this
way from his years directing and writing plays for the Heath
School and a The Academy at Charlemont's Summer Drama
Workshop. “Child and teen actors, especidly, do not want to be
passive vessals for playwrights,” he observed. “Children are natu-
ral storytellers. They want to use their imaginations and develop
the work themselves.”

Although Jonathan is going to continue to help write the plays,
former Drama Club student and longtime assistant director Maeve
Gallagher will be directing the winter play in Hesth. Jon and
Maeve have aready met with Hesth School principal Eric Glazier
to discuss the transition. Maeve will be teamed with another
dudent intern. Once the materid is chosen and the re-
hearsal schedule finaized the newly formed Friends of the Heath

School Drama Club (Jonathan, Deb Porter, Pam Porter, and Bob
Gruen) will help raise funds for the project and determine what
other kind of support is needed.

Jonathan has been directing in Heath on a volunteer basis dl
these years. His new podition as drama coordinator is part-time.
He plans on maintaining his private psychotherapy practice in
Northampton and Shelburne Falls.

What excites him most about all this theater is “the lar-
ger sense of community it's creating in West County and
the way in which it's helping not only to strengthen the
connections among students but between their schools as
well,” he says. “We've worked very hard in Heath—
everyone; students, teachers, parents, and community vol-
unteers. And | think we've created something special and
unique. I'm thrilled that I'm going to get to play a part in
maintaining and growing it further.”

Parts of this story were first printed in the Shelburne Falls
& West County Independent.

The DynamiciDuo'; Maeve Gallagher and Jonathan Diamond

William Wolf, al of whom were members of our Society.

Heath Historical Society Speaker

We are pleased to announce that Professor Donald L. Robinson, professor emeritus of Government and American Studies a
Smith College, will be the speaker at our Annual Meeting. Heis not only the author of numerous books on American politicsand
history, but isaresdent of nearby Ashfield where he served on the Select Board from 1991 to 2000. His undergraduate degreeis from
Yde (1958) and PhD from Cornell (1966) and in between he graduated from Union Theologica Seminary in New Y ork City in 1962.
At Union he came to know severd Heathans — Theologians Reinhold Niebuhr and Robert McAfee Brown and the Reverend Dr.

Professor Robinson will talk about his book Town Meeting — Practicing Democracy in Rural New England. It isawon-
derful account of Ashfield’s history from its very beginning up to the present day in which he expertly weaves local social
and political attitudes with the impact of Massachusetts and U.S. Constitutions and ensuing legislation. The history of other
towns in Western Massachusetts is remarkably similar. It is fitting that his talk occurs during the 225" Anniversary of the
U.S. Constitution, and we believe oldsters and youngsters alike will find it interesting, entertaining, and educational.

~ Pegge Howland
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| Library Lines

WE'll SeeYou at the Heath Fair!

By Donald Purington

The Friends of the Heath Free Public Library will once again be selling used books, audiobooks, and movies under the big
white tent on the Heath Fair midway. The tent will be open on Friday from 5:00 p.m. — 10:00 p.m., Saturday from 10:00 am. —
10:00 p.m., and Sunday from 10:00 am. —4:00 p.m. Thisistheir biggest fund-raiser of the year and your support is appreciated!

Participants in the library's Summer Crafts Program are building a giant (16' tall) Mother Nature puppet that will be featured in
the Fair parade at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday. Don't miss her debuit!

A Few of the New Itemsat the Library

Adult Fiction Books: Miss Me When I'm Gone by Emily Arsenault (Shelburne Fallsresident), I, Michael Bennett by James Pat-
terson, Wicked Business by Janet Evanovich, The Sandcastle Girls by Chris Bohjalian, Gold by Chris Cleave, The Last Policeman
by Ben Winters, Mrs. Robinson's Disgrace: The Private Diary of a Victorian Lady by Kate Summerscale

Adult Nonfiction Books: Barack Obama: The Story by David Maraness, The Happiest Baby Guide to Great Seep by Harvey
Karp, Being Wrong: Adventures in the Margin of Error by Kathryn Schulz, Food in Jars. Preserving in Small Batches Year-
Round by Marissa McClellan

Books for Young/Teen Readers: Artemis Fowl: The Last Guardian by Eoin Colfer, The Obsidian Blade by Pete Hautman, Three
Times Lucky by Sheila Turnage, My Mixed-Up Berry Blue Summer by Jennifer Gennari

Children’s Picture Books/Boardbooks: Bink and Gollie, Two for One by Kate DiCamillo, Big Machines by Karen Wallace,
Counting Kisses: A Kiss & Read Book by Karen Katz

DVDs. Forks Over Knives, Thin Ice, Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows, The Artist (black & white silent film, winner of 5
Academy Awards), The Secret World of Arrietty

Audiobookson CD: Where We Belong by Emily Giffin, Coral Glynn by Peter Cameron

Museum Pass. The Friends of the Heath Free Public Library recently renewed our Library Pass to the Massachusetts M useum of
Contemporary Art (MASS MoCA). The pass admits two adults and two children under age 16 to the MASS MoCA galleries for
free. Please ask at the circulation desk to use or reserve the pass.

Summer Lisrary Crarrs

q | Excitement is building on Wednesday
| evenings at the Fairgrounds as work pro-
gresses on the 16-foot-tall Mother Nature
puppet for the Fair parade. Heath Library
children and parents are helping to adorn her
with al natural materials. Local film set art-
ig, Larry Sampson, designed and built the
amazing structure with friends and created
her beautiful face. Our Town Coordinator
Kara Leistyna is making her giant gown.
. Larry designed the whedled puppet armature
A . S0 that a child can sit insde and control
Photographs provided by Lyra Johnson ~ Mother Nature's head-she can turn and nod.
Her arms will be maneuvered by two chil-
dren walking on dther side, while a few children will work together to push her
down the midway. Sheisindeed impressive; you won't be able to miss her as she
makes her way through the Fairgrounds.
We welcome anyone who'd like to join us-please call the library for
more details, 337-4934 ext. 7.

~ Lyra Johnson
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Heath Business Directory
The Benson Place Jerry Ferguson John M ooney
Wild Blueberries & Blueberry Spread Home Improvement Custom Remodeling
337-5340 Lic. Electrician 337-8344
Fred Burrington 337-4317 Wanda M ooney
Artist Earl M. Gleason Realtor
339-0030 Fire Equipment 337-8344
337-4948
Robert Delisle Tripp’sBlueberries
Electrician Pqul Turnbull Taylor Brook Road
337-5716 Janice Boudr eau 337-4964
Commercid/Wedding Photographers .
Russell E. Donelson 337-4033 Heath Brook Studio
Design/Construction/Cabinetry Bonnie Wodin Glass and Baskets
337-4460 Custom Gardens & Landscapes 337-5736
337-5529
Support Your Local Businesses
If youwould like moreinformeation about the Heath Enterprise Council, pleesecall AliciaTripp a 337-4964

413-625-H623

HAIREHANA

102 Bridge Street - Shelburne Falls, MaA (1370

Support Local Agriculture
Free 1 inch advertising space for local farmers.

The Heath Herald
P.O. Box 54
Heath, MA 01346

Supported by a special grant made available
through the Dickinson Fund

Send copy to:

LIVELY
CARETAKING

Tom Lively

Phone 413-337-4061
Cell 413-325-1065

Email: Lively1@crocker.com
Carpentry - Repairs, Remodeling,

PO Box 55 Heath MA 01346

Mowing, Snow Removal, Painting

COMFORT YOU CAN COUNT ON!

Saundne®

Trusted Local Energy Experts for 80 Years

Professional Heating & Cooling Installations
Heating Fuels - Wood Pellets - Propane - Pellet Stoves
Solar Hot Water
24-7 EMERGENCY SERVICE & DELIVERY

Happily Serving West County!

400 Chapman Street - Greenfield, MA
413-772-2121 www.sandri.com 800-628-1900

THE BRIDGE OF FLOWERSBUSNESSCENTER

Office Space, Work Stations, Desks
3-month leases starting at $75/month
Business Class Internet, Commercia Quality Networked
Printer/Copier/Scanner
Conference Room, Kitchen, Shower, Fax, Shredder, Land Line
Serious Security by: Detectogaurd
"Where People Go To Get Things Done"
www.bridgeofflowersbusinesscenter.com
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Maple
House

The houwse on the hill with the view of yesiervear

hills of Rowe. They'll awake 10a hearty homegrowsns breakfast in a 2H-

year ol inn and family farm. See the stars, breathe clear fresh aie, relax

in the quiet beauty of spectacolar views of the Berkahire Hills
Lodging and Breakfost from &0 Call for Reservations,
Middtetown Hill Road (413} 339-0107 mowe, Ma 01367

Reward your fnends wnd relmives with a restful nights sleep high inthe

RUSSELL E. DONELSON

i1 Sumner Stetson Road
Heath, Ma

Design/Construction/Cabinetry
To Mew and Existing Buildings

A413-337-4480 Licansad/|nsurad

A College Preparatory Day School for
Grades 7—12 and Post Graduate

FIND YOUR VOICE. SPEAK YOUR MIND.

1359 Mohawk Trail Charlemont, MA 01339
413.339.4912 www.charlemont.org

| Rowe Camp & Conference Center
PO Box 273 Rowe, MA 01367
413-339-4954
www.rowecenter.org

Kelpeat © obas © Loffost © Fobits © Lontalis

Custom Homes
Additions
Renovations

Fhone: 413, 337 8344
Fax: 413. 337 8304

74

Wanda Mooney, CRS GRI, SRES
413 337-8344 x 1
413 625-6366 x 13

Lith fito CO-0p stores..
Green Fields Market
144 Main St., Greenfield
M.F 8-8, 8at 9-6, Sun 10-5
(413) 773-9567

CREN A4S

“i MJ'E”:VM Canpendin

i A k o
MALFFT & LFLD
SHEDER S Fatls WA STACHISETTS

McCusker’s Market
3 State §t., Shelburne Falls
Open Daily 7-7 (413) 625-9411

coLbweLL
137 Burington Read % m"‘"‘? MOONEY BANKER O
Heatl, MA 01346 LHS MR O N
www.WandaMooney.com REALTORS®
Franklin Community Cooperative
Serving Your Community with 4 ﬂ‘m‘"“‘ of Floverst
Deliciously Healthy Foods The Baker

Pharmacy

Tel: 625-6324
Week Daye B:30AM - 8FM
Saturdays B:30AM - 5PM
Holidays @AM - 12 Neon

52 Bridge Street Shelburne Falls
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Town Nurse News

I
Guidelinesfor Eating Fish Safely in Massachusetts
Q-

By Claire Rabbitt, RN

The following is from the Bureau of Environmental Health, Massachusetts Department of Public Health.

"We advise pregnant women, nursing mothers and women who may become pregnant not to eat any fish from freshwater bodies or certain fish
and shellfish caught in some Massachusetts coastal waters. Children under 12 yearsold are dso at risk and should not eat these fish."

It goes on to explain that fish from these waters may contain mercury and PCBs, which are harmful in particular to babies and
young children. "Developing fetuses, nursing babies, and young children are affected by mercury. Small amounts can damage a
brain even before birth High levels of mercury can affect how well children learn, think, behave, and develop later in life." At higher
levels, adults and older children can experience health effects from these chemicals." They may affect memory, behavior, cause
numbness or tingling of the skin, liver problems, and cancer. It statesthat "fish that are stocked in streams, rivers, lakes, and pondsin
Massachusetts are safe to eat.” (I would not know how to tell the difference, but I'm sure there are many expert fishermen who do.)
Cod, haddock, flounder, and pollock are also listed as safe to eat.

"Chemicals and metals get into fish from pollution in the water and sediments where they live. Larger species feed on smaller species
and the process of bioaccumulation begins. The larger older fish concentrate the most chemicals.”

Other- " Do Not Eat for pregnant women and children under 12:"

Lobster from New Bedford Harbor, swordfish, shark, king mackerel, tilefish, tuna steak, bluefish caught off the Massachusetts
coadt, lobsters, flounder, soft-shell clams, and bivalves from Boston Harbor.

Safe Eating for Everyone Guidelines

Do Not Eat:
Fish and shellfish from the closed areas of New Bedford Harbor and do not eat lobster tomalley.

Still, fish is considered a good source of protein and should be included in a heart-healthy diet. The guidelines state:" 12 oz, (about
2 meals) per week of fish or shellfish not covered in this advisory," is considered safe for pregnant or nursing mothers and children
under 12. It's best to get a variety of fish from a variety of sources, including commercial fish and recreationally caught marine fish
and shellfish. Chunk light tuna contains lesser amounts of mercury than white tuna. 12 ounces a week is considered safe except for
very small children, who should eat less than 12 ounces per week.

For moreinformation go to: http://www.mass.gov/dph/fishadvisories or call 617 624-5757

Town Nurse office hours continue to be on Tuesdays, 12:15-1:15 p.m.. and Thursdays, 11:00 am.-1:00 p.m,. or call for an gppointment at
another time, if you can't makeit at those times. 337-8309

Representative Richard Neal’s June 11th Visit to Heath

SAWYER HALL

“Photographs by Art Schwenger
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Selectboard’s Report

Summer M eeting Schedule
The Board will meet every other Thursday evening at 7:00
p.m. in Sawyer Hall, unless posted otherwise.

Budget Transfers

According to dtate law it is permissible for Selectboards and
Finance Committees to transfer funds at the end of the fiscal year
without the need for a Specia Town Meeting. This is meant to
facilitate reconciling budget accounts with actual expenses for the
past fiscd year. This June and July the Selectboard aong with the
Finance Committee made transfers of $15,319.61 and $2,144.51
respectively. Some of the larger overruns werein Highway Depart-
ment machinery maintenance, vehicle gas and ail, lega fees, FICA
Medicare, and dump transportation. Funds were available in other
accounts to cover overages.

FY 13 Appointments

The Board has finished making its appointments for the
coming year. The full list will be posted on the Town Hall
Bulletin Board or can be obtained from the Town Coordinator.

Sadoga Road Bridge

The Board has received notice that the bridge span on Sadoga
Road that has been closed due to structural deterioration has been
put on a federd bridge replacement list. The work is scheduled to
begin in 2014. This will save the Town a considerable amount of
money both in engineering and congtruction costs.

Three-Town Landfill

The Selectboard is working on long-term agreement with
the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to reduce
the amount of testing and monitoring of the landfill and nearby
test wells. The abandonment of the residence and purchase of
the former McCloud property by the Town of Charlemont has
lessened the concerns of the DEP that drinking water could be
subject to contamination by drainage from the landfill. Tests of
water from existing test wells and other water supplies have
not shown the presence of significant amounts of potentially
hazardous substances.

Heath Online

Take some time to visit the Town's Web ste at
www.townofheath.org . You'll find Selectboard meeting min-
utes, school information, and much more. Y ou may contact the
Board at BOS@townofheath.org . Send messages to any
board or individua via the eemail address, or visit the Heath
Web site. The new Web page is up and running. Please have a
look and let us know what you think.

~ Heath Selectboard
Sheila Litchfield, Chair
Thomas Lively

Brian De Vriese

Annual Household Hazar dous
Waste Collection

The Digtrict is holding its annual hazardous waste collec-
tion on Saturday, September 22, at GCC Main Campus and
Orange Transfer Station.

This annual collection provides residents an opportunity to
dispose of hazardous items such as leftover oil-based paints,
gains, thinners, household cleaners, pedticides, pool chemicals,
motor oil, antifreeze, fluorescent lamps, automobile batteries,
and other household chemicadls. For a complete list of acceptable
items, please refer the Didrict’ s Web Ste:
www.franklincountywastedistrict.org/hazwasteday.html .

To participate, residents must prereqgister by Septem-
ber 14. After registration is processed, your appointment time and
directions to the location will be mailed to you. Businesses must
preregister with an inventory of their wastes and will be charged
for disposal. Starting in mid-late August, registration formswill be
availablein local newspapers, at town offices, transfer gations, and
at:  www.franklincountywastedidtrict.org.

FALL “CLEAN SWEEP”
BULKY WASTE COLLECTION

The District is holding its fall “Clean Sweep” bulky waste
collection on Saturday, October 20, from 9:00 am. to 12
noon. The drop-off site is. the Buckland Recreation Facility
on Rt. 112 South.

District residents may bring a wide range of items such as
tires, appliances, scrap metal, furniture, mattresses, carpeting,
construction debris, computers, monitors, televisions, propane
gas tanks, and other bulky items. Materials will be recycled
whenever possible.

Residents do not need to preregister for the bulky waste
collection. However, there are charges for disposal. Disposal
fees, in cash only, will be collected at each site. A complete
list of prices for the most common items will be available at
town halls, town transfer stations, the District office at 50
Miles Street in Greenfield, and online at:
www.franklincountywastedistrict.org/cleansweep.html. Busi-

nesses may participate.
For more information on either event, contact the District of-
ficeat (413) 772-2438, visit:
www.franklincountywastedistrict.org, or e-mail:
info@franklincountywagtedigtrict.org. MA Relay for the hearing
impaired: 711 or 1-800-439-2370 (TTY/TDD). The Didrict is an
equal opportunity provider.

Town Clerk Office Hours
Beginning August 6 until further notice:

Monday: 9:00 am.- 12:00, 4:00-6:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 9:00 am.- 12:00
Other hours by appointment

* Any changes in office hourswill be posted at Sawyer Hall.
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Center Schoolhouse

On Saturday June 30, the Heath Historical Society held an Open
House to celebrate the grand re-opening of the Center School-
house. Visitors were welcomed into a newly painted building to see
the collection, which was rearranged into severa thematic exhibits. The
walls, ceiling, and floor had been scraped and painted throughout the winter.
This was no small task, requiring that artifacts and furniture be moved
severd times. Nevertheless, this back and forth across the room paved the
way for thinking about new exhibits, and in May and June the collection
was reorganized with a schoolroom being the central exhibit, complete with
three rows of desks discovered in the attic.

The work was made possible through the generous support of the
Dickinson Family Fund for Historical Heath, People’'s United Bark,
and donations from our members and friends.

At the Open House, visitors lucky enough to come at midday were
treated to ice cream, and at the late afternoon event visitors enjoyed
wine and cheese. People had such a good time, and had such fun looking
at the exhibits, that there is no doubt that the Society will have more festive
summer events in the future. There are some truly amazing itemsin the

The Landstrom sisters, Ada Duffy and Pearl Churchill,

who fondly remember their school days in Heath’'s Center - . .
Schoolhouse, pictured with sister Ruth Johnson collections, and we want to ensure that these go on display, for dl to enjoy!

~ Nina Marshall
President, Heath Historical Society

ATTENTIONALL VETERANS

As this year is the 225" anniversary of the United States Constitution, we became curious about who from Heath served in
the Revolutionary War. The first place to find that out was Heath’s War Memorial Stone on the Town Common. The plague
on the stone reads, “To the Memory of the Soldiers, Sailors, and Marines from the Town of Heath who served in all Wars
from 1775-1898" but lists no names. (We do know that Colonel Hugh Maxwell served in the Revolutionary War). The
plaque does include alist of 31 World War | and World War 1l veterans.

Our immediate thought was that it would be appropriate to celebrate the anniversary of the U.S. Constitution by inviting
veteransto parade at the Heath Fair at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, August 19. Consider yourself invited! YOU DO NOT HAVE
TO HAVE BEEN FROM HEATH TO TAKE PART, RATHER JUST LIVE IN HEATH NOW. Participation in the
parade is voluntary and, as most of usin Heath know, the parade is put together sort of at the last minute, but we have some
ideas of how it might be organized and would appreciate input from veterans.

We had a second idearelative to the Memorial Stone and that is "It issadly in need of updating.” Thiswill be a project for
after the Fair. But to be efficient in planning BOTH these events we need information about all veterans, men and women, in
Heath and have designed the form below to get things started.  The Heath Selectboard approved a “War Memoria Committee” and
appointed Dave Howland (Army- World War 11) and Bob Bourke (Navy — Grenada) as Cochairmen.

Honoring America’s Veterans

Name Address Zip -
Phone No. E-mail (Optional) 2N
Branch of Service Unit (Optional)

Conflict (If applicable) Location

Were you aresident of Heath when you entered the Service? Yes _No__ Comments:

(For example: any knowledge of veteransin your family or even other families FROM HEATH asfar back asl775

Please copy the form and send to: War Memorial Committee, c/o P.O. Box 127, Heath, MA 01346
Or E-mail:howlandd@crocker.com. THANK YOU VERY MUCH.
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Milestones

Jean F. Quinn Caracciola of Heath died on June 22, 2012.
Born in Pittsfield on August 24, 1929, she was the daughter of
John T. and Catherine Cullen Quinn.

She attended Pittsfield schools and received a BS degree
from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, in education.

Predeceased by her husband, Dr. Richard “Doc” Caracciola,
she is survived by her children, Ledlie Miller, Moira Stewart,
Christopher Dutton, John Dutton, and Bernard Dutton; eleven
grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren.

Following services in Greenfield, she was buried in the
Heath Center Cemetery.

Memorial contributions may be made to a charity of the do-
nor’s choice.

Reguiescat in pace
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What's missing?
Something is different
aong Route 8A near
#9 Road. For those
who travel this route
you soon redlize there
is no longer that well-
groomed garden, the
work of Ken Stetson
over so many years.
@ The garden is now replaced by lush green grass that blends
= into the surrounding lawn. Ken's gardening days and his
@ nearly 90 years of life came to an end on May 27.

@ Ken was the oldest of five children who grew up in North
@ Heath on a farm that has been in the Benson-Stetson family
% sncethe early 1800s. Weall had our choresto do but Ken had
@ the additiond job during the fall and winter months of getting
@ to the Branch School (one mile away) to gart the woodstove
=+ fire so that the one classroom would be cozy by the 9:00 am.
@ dart of classes. He aso gathered water from a oring across
@ the field by the brook to fill the jugs that served the students
@ and teacher in the eight grades during the day. When he gradu-
= aed from the eighth grade he went on to Arms Academy in
@ Shelburne Fals, working for his room and board with local
@ families until he was old enough to get his driver’s license after
= which he drove our Modd A Ford, carrying brother Doug and
@ me and the Stowe brothersin Colrain to school.

@ One of Ken's many talents was woodworking, and he
@ made many lovely pieces for our mother. He also made
= rolling pins as wedding gifts for his many nieces. | remember
@ also his drawing talent. He won at least one contest in a
@ newspaper or magazine. What Ken could not tolerate,
@ apparently- was off-key violin “music.” | had sold vegetable

I Remembering Kenneth Stetson
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@ Photograph by Art Schwenger

Heath People in the News

Caitlin Brown, daughter of Peter and Jill Brown of Houston,
TX, and Heath, granddaughter of Sydney and the late Robert
McAfee Brown, longtime summer residents of Heath, graduated
from Stanford University, Palo Alto, CA, with a BA in Public
Policy, Phi Beta Kappa, and With Distinction. For the next two
years, she will join Teach for America in Houston and will
teach in a bilingual classroom. and then plans to go to law
school for Environmental Law.

On June 30 Richard Sumner and Hilma Sumner, both of
Heath, were reunited in marriage with the Reverend Murray
Newman officiating. The ceremony took place in the gardens
of their home and was witnessed by a small gathering of family
and friends. A luncheon followed in the family picnic grove.

and flower seeds door-to-door, traveling several milesto earn a
reward from the seed company- When the much-anticipated
prize, a violin, arrived | retreated to our pine woods to
practice, hoping to emulate Madeline Dixon, our Pastor’s
wife, who played her violin every Sunday during the
church service. Weeks later | decided | was good enough to
show off my “talent” to the family. About three minutes
into the “concert” Ken dashed into the living room,
snatched my tin fiddle from my hands and smashed it over
my head! End of violin! End of my career asaviolinist! Years
later Ken presented me with atiny violin programmed to play
four tunes! Ken was part of a hiking group that included
brother Doug, Howard Dickinson, and Bill Wolf. | remem-
ber one of their treks was to Maine and Mount Katahdin.
He also loved snowmobiling , and my children recall com-
ing up from New Jersey and having Uncle Ken take them
through the woods behind his house.

Ken and wife Dot also took many camping trips cross-
country, and shorter trips, took them to Tennessee and
Ohio in April, 1990. By then | had been called to serve as
Pastor of a church in Thornville, Ohio, midway between
Columbus and Zanesville. One afternoon as | was working on
a specia bulletin for my upcoming Service of Installation,
who should appear at my office door but Ken, announcing
“ What would our Mother think of you now?”’

Our sister, Muriel, remembers how much her kids loved
him, especidly daughter Ledie. It was a mutual admiration.
And she also said he would repair anything that was broken
rather than throw it away, even a plastic bucket.

Ken worked with our father on the farm in his early years,
but then worked at Kendall Mills before going to Yankee
Atomic Plant in Rowe where he worked until hisretirement.

So life goes on without a roadside garden and only
memories of brother Ken.

~ Lois Stetson Buchiane
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SCHOOL DAYSBEGIN

Welcome back to principal
Eric Glazier
and to
students and staff.

BEST WISHES
FOR
ANOTHER BANNER
YEAR!!

Heath’s Monthly Precipitation

(inches
(Observed by Heath School Staff and Students)

Rain Snow
From May 11, 2012 54
June 5’
ToJduly 10 1’

In thisreporting period:

May was normal in the type of weather we've
had. A thunderstorm on May 16 showered us with
alot of lightning and some hail in places. Except for
the thunderstorms, which can dump large amounts of
rain, the last half of this reporting period was hot
and dry.

~ Tim Lively

Community Calendar

August 2012
August 02 - Senior Luncheon, Community Hall-Senior center, 11:45 am.

August 16 - Senior Luncheon, Community Hall-Senior Center, 11:45am.
Fair Entries Accepted at Exhibit Hall, 4:00 - 8:00 p.m.

August 17, 18, & 19- 95" HEATH FAIR

August 25 - Heath Historical Society Annual Supper, 5:00 p.m.;
M eeting, 6:30, Speaker, 7:00 p.m.,
Senior Center & Community Hall

August 29 - FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL,
Early Release, M ohawk, 11:30 a.m.,
Heath School, 12:30 p.m.

August 30 & 31 —Full Days of School
September 2012

September 03 - LABOR DAY, No School

September 05 - Senior Luncheon, Community Hall-Senior Center,
11:45 am.

September 06 - STATE PRIMARY, Senior Center,
7:00a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

September 12 - Schools Early Release Day, Mohawk, 11:30 am.,
Heath School, 12:30 p.m.

September 20 - Senior Luncheon,
Community Hall-Senior Center, 11:45 am.

September 21 - Story Hour, Heath Library, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
International Day of Peace

September 22 - Autumnal Equinox — Fall Begins
Annual Hazardous Waste Collection,
GCC Main Campus. Registration by 9/14

September 22 - Early Release Day, Heath School, 12:30 p.m.

Sate Primary

The State Primary election will take place this year on
Thursday, September 6. Polling hours are 7:00 a.m. to 8:00
p.m. in the Senior Center. Applications for absentee ballots
may be submitted at any time up to noon of September 5. Con-
sistent with other primaries, a voter may only cast a ballot for
the party in which s/he is enrolled. Any voter not enrolled in a
party may choose a ballot from any of the three state parties:
Democrat, Green-Rainbow, or Republican. Please note: voter

registration or change of party affiliation must be done by 5:00
p.m. of August 15 in order to vote on September 6. There are
forms available in Sawyer Hall. This year there are several
contested races for office on the Democratic ballot including
for the office of Representative in Congress for our District.
There is one race on the Republican ballot and none on the
Green-Rainbow ballot.

~ Hilma Sumner, Town Clerk
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Education is not filling a pail
but the lighting of fire.

William Butler Yeats
Irish Poet
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MASSACHUSETTS CULTURAL COUNCIL

"This publication is supported in part by a grant from the Heath
Cultural Council, alocal agency which is supported by the
Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency."

PETER'S GENERAL STORE

Debbie and Paul Plante, Proprietors
Number Nine Road, Heath
337-5501

Fresh Produce
Freshly-baked pies

Blue Seal products
Family Videos

Penny Candy

Soda, Grinders, Ice Cream
Beer, wine, liquor

All food essentials

* & & ¢ > ¢ o+ 0

STORE HOURS
Monday — Saturday, 8 am. — 7 p.m.
Sunday, 9 am. — 7 p.m.
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Handblown
Glass

by
Robert Dane

24 West Main Street, Heath, MA 01346 p/f

Our Customers are
our greatest asset.

Sarving the financial needs of Westem Massachuselis
for over 20 years.

Ihe Bank of
Weestermn MMassachusens

413,781, BANK- bankwmass com - Membar FDIC




